From: Cheron Constance 

Subject: QCEA 2006 Study Tour (22-30 April)

Dear Friends:

My name is Cheron Constance, and I am a Programme Assistant at the Quaker Council for European Affairs (QCEA) in Brussels.  I am coordinating the Study Tour of the European Institutions this spring (22-30 April) when the Study Tour visits institutions in Brussels and Luxembourg.  We recognise that, for some of you, these dates may present interesting challenges with your term-time calendar, but the dates were chosen to coordinate with important dates in the plenary calendar of the European Parliament.  We also offer our apologies for the conflicting dates affecting those of you participating in Ireland Yearly Meeting.

As we have had significant interest from Quaker schools in previous years, I write to let you know that application information is now available on our web site.  Each year we have had participation from young Quakers or students at Quaker schools, and they have brought a great deal of insight and a fresh perspective to the tour.  Several previous tour participants have also gone on to intern with us at QCEA and the Quaker UN office in Geneva after their university studies.  We would be grateful if you could disseminate information about the Study Tour to your students, as appropriate.  Because of institutional requirements to visit places such as the Court of Justice and NATO, the tour is only open to those who will be at least 18 years old by the start of the tour.

The purpose of the QCEA Study Tour of the European Institutions is to bring citizens of Europe closer to the European Institutions that both represent them and directly affect their lives.  We bring Quakers and non-Quakers together from all across Europe to learn about and visit the organisations that constitute the legal and administrative framework of the larger European Union.  Through in-depth presentations and discussions on the workings of the EU, we cultivate European citizen participation in and an understanding of governmental structures.  Last year, 11 European countries were represented among the Study Tour participants, with a cross-section of well-informed and interested people ranging in age from 18 to 79.  

Application forms, a draft programme, reviews of last year’s tour by previous participants, and other details are available via http://www.quaker.org/qcea/studytour/index.html on our website.  Thank you very much.

In Friendship,

Cheron Constance

Programme Assistant
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Belgium
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